O

O

B-3540

B-3536 - B-3546 c.1855-1875
1101-1137 Battery Ave. (East side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The east side of the 1100 block of Battery Ave. is improved with a
number of different types of houses. 1101-1103 Battery Ave. is a pair of
two story, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, set on high basements.
The houses were built in the early 1850's and are typical of the type of small
house built for low-income families in this period. 1107-1107, 1109-1111, and
1113-1115 Battery Ave. are pairs of three story, two bay wide brick houses with
shed roofs and bracketed cornices, built in the period 1855 to 1865 by three
different builders. Extending south from 1117-1123 Battery Ave. is a row of
two story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and simple brick cornices,
built in the early 1870's. 1125 Battery Ave. is a three story, two bay wide
brick house with gable roof, and to the south, at 1127-1131 Battery Ave. there
is a group of two story, two bay wide brick gable-roofed houses, built jn the
late 1860's. Finally, at 1133 and 1135-1137 Battery Ave. there is a group of

three story, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, built about 1866.
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DESCRIPTION 6-3540
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This row of four two story, two bay brick houses with shed roofs was built
as a unit in the 1870's. The neighboring pair of houses, 1113-1115 Battery Ave.
originally formed part of this group. All of the houses except for 1121 Battery
Ave. have been covered with formstone.

The houses are two stories in height, 14' wide, and occupy lots 82' deep.
Each house has a two story high, one bay wide and deep stair hall extension which
connects the main house to a two story high, two bay deep rear addition. 1117
Battery has an extra one story high, two bay brick addition with a second story, one
bay deep frame section. 1119 and 1121 Battery Ave. have extra two story high, two
bay brick additions; and 1123 Battery Ave. has an extra two story high, one bay
deep frame addition followed by a one story high, two bay brick addition. The
houses are constructed in running bond. The shed roof has a continuous wooden
cornice almost identical to the cornice at 1113-1115 Battery Ave. It consists of
a deeply projecting crown molding supported by a row of carved modillions set above
a row of smaller modillions. Two brackets per house (the end brackets shared by
adjoining houses) support the cornice and connect it to a lower molding strip, -
which is missing from all of the houses except for 1121 Battery. Each pair
of houses shares a centrally located double hooded rkar roof chimney. Each house
also has a hooded rear end chimney located at the east end of the first two bays
of the rear additiom.

The first and second floor window openings have splayed brick lintels and wood
sills. The door has a segmentally arched brick lintel. All of the window openings
are filled with 1/1 double hung sash except for the windows at 1121 Battery which
are filled with new 9/9 sash. Each doorway has an arched single light transom.

1117 and 1119 Battery Ave. have modern flush doors; 1121 Battery has a modern six
panel door; and 1123 Battery has a pznel door with upper lights. The houses sit

on fairly high basements, the entrances to 1117 and 1121 Battery being reached

by three stone steps each, and the entrances to 1119 and 1123 Battery being reached
by four brick steps each. Each house has a rectangular coal opening located beneath
the first floor window. An arched alleyway runs between each pair of houses.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Robert Frederick for Anna Heighe

This group of houses is representative of a large group of such two story,
Victorian-style houses built in the southern section of Federal Hill in the 1870's
and 1880's to accomodate the raplidly growing number of workers (many of whom were
recent immigrants) employed in the nearby shipyards, packing plants, and factories
located along the waterfront east of Covington St. These houses are notable for
their small scale, yet solid construction and practical amenities, such as often
already installed Franklin stoves. The houses are two rooms deep, with the staircase
located between the front and back room. The kitchens are located in a rear addition.

«* notable feature of these houses is that, despite the simple nature of the form and
esign, the builder still indulged in often elaborate exterior cornice treatments,
which, however, could easily and cheaply be manufactured by machine.

The houses were built by a Robert Frederick for Anna Heighe, a widow who had
received this parcel of land in a settlement made in favor of her husband in a case
involving the previous owners.l 1117 Battery Ave. was sold to a John Appel, a
carpenter; 1119 Battery Ave. was sold to a Michael Zinckland, a cooper; 1121 Battery
was sold to a Johann Windfelder, a clerk; and 1123 Battery was sold to a Frank Holler.
The houses sold for about $1400, a somewhat high price for a house of this type
(see under 402-408 E. Cross St.) which reflects the apparently good construction and
quality of the details.

lBaltimore City Land Records, Liber AM 248, Folio 148

2Ibid., Liber GR 665, Folio 40; GR 666, Folios 197, 195; GR 672, Folio 147;
Baltimore City Directory, 1875, 1876

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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M.E. Havward / Historic Sites Survevor
ORGANIZATION . 7 DATE
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[~

CITY OR TOWN : STATE
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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1117-1123 Battery Avenue
Block 1918 Lots 009-012
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3540 1117-1123 Battery Ave.
-.E.H. 5/79
West elevation
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B-3540 1121 Battery Ave.
—M.E.H. 5/79
West elevation




